FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – June 24, 2009
The Foundation for the Enhancement of Mitchell County (FEMC) Announces Upcoming Grant Making Cycle and Grant Writing Workshop Dates

Over the last four years the Foundation for the Enhancement of Mitchell County (FEMC) has awarded $272,117 in grant funding to 88 Mitchell County projects and/or non profit organizations. The total cost for these funded projects exceeds $1.8M and leveraged more than $1.4 M in other funding to make these projects happen!   

This year the FEMC will be awarded approximately $120,000 in endowIowa funding.  State legislation requires that 75 percent or $90,000 be awarded in grants and 25 percent or $30,000 be placed in permanent endowment.  The FEMC Board of Directors met earlier this month and committed financial awards to the three Mitchell County school districts and the three “community-based” day care centers in the County pending final review of their plans for the proposed funding.  

The FEMC will be awarding an estimated $63,000 in this year’s competitive grant making cycle.  
The 2009 FEMC applications will be due September 15th; funding announcements will be made October 30th.  Eligible applicants include 501(c) (3) tax-exempt, not-for-profit organizations and 170(b) units of government organizations.  The three school districts and three “community- based” day care centers already receiving FEMC funding during this fiscal year will not be eligible to apply for additional funding in the competitive grant making cycle.  

The FEMC looks to fund projects that address significant community issues; present innovative, creative, and practical proposals which build on community strengths; develop the leadership potential of the community; involve the people served in the planning and implementation of the program, provide a plan for sustainability beyond the funding period, capital projects that impact a significant number of Mitchell county residents. 

The FEMC offers grants in the following areas:  Health & Fitness; Environmental Quality; Community Development; and Life Learning.

This year Mitchell County Economic Development in support of the FEMC grant making is offering eligible applicants the opportunity to attend a FREE grant writing workshop. ORGANIZATIONS MUST ATTEND ONE OF THESE WORKSHOPS IN ORDER TO GET THE 2009 FEMC APPLICATION MATERIALS PRIOR TO AUGUST 1ST.  These workshops will be offered around Mitchell County at the following times and locations:  



Monday, July 13th / 6:00 pm / Riceville City Hall


Tuesday, July 14th / 7:00 am / St. Ansgar City Hall



Wednesday, July 15th / 7:00 pm / Stacyville Library


Thursday, July 16th / 7:00 am / Osage – MCEDC offices located at 509 State 






Street
Organizations interested in applying for FEMC funding support are STRONGLY encouraged to attend one of these classes.  
Applications will be made available online AFTER AUGUST 1ST at www.mitchellcountyia.com or by contacting the MCEDC offices at 641.732.4790.

The Foundation for the Enhancement of Mitchell County was formed in 2005 with the purpose to foster private giving, strengthen service providers and improve the conditions of Mitchell County.  To these ends, the foundation will promote endowment building, grant making, organizational collaboration, and public leadership for the benefit of the Mitchell County area.

The Foundation for the Enhancement of Mitchell County is soliciting endowed gifts that will help further this foundation for Mitchell County. Gifts made to the FEMC permanent endowment may be eligible for a 20% Iowa Tax Credit.  For further information please contact FEMC President Bill Denner at 641.732.5546 or MCEDC Director, Brenda Dryer at 641.732.4790.  
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